Next meeting: Mar. 11 at 8:00 PM
This Meeting is held at Living Hope Christian Church, Braddock Avenue at 241st Street
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PLEASE JOIN THE CREEDMOOR CIVIC ASSOCIATION
As spring approaches, we are starting our annual membership drive. The Creedmoor Civic Association has
served this area for over 90 years.
We are one of the most respected civic associations in
Queens with a long track record of achievement and
advocacy. At one time, the civic even had its own
clubhouse on Braddock Avenue.
Founded in 1927, our association has never been dormant.
Today, our active members still work to improve the quality
of life in our neighborhood. We follow our motto, “United
Effort Reaps United Gain.”
Each month, excluding July and August, our volunteers
hand-deliver over 900 newsletters (newsletters are also sent
via email and posted on Facebook). Our newsletters include
a mix of important policy issues, local items of interest, and
information on how to access government services. In the
last year, we have covered Belmont redevelopment, school
news, NYPD information, block party procedures,
Bellerose Restaurant Week, services for senior citizens, and
problems with postal service, to name a few. Our Around
the Town section features information about births, deaths,
weddings, etc. This helps to keep our civic feeling like a
small town. Our 10 meetings a year provide interesting
speakers and opportunities to interact with NYPD members,
elected officials, and your neighbors. Recently, we
provided information on how some members may reduce
their property taxes. Meetings also provide you with an
opportunity to express your opinion. Last month, our
membership voted to join other organizations in opposition

FDNY REPRESENTATIVE AT MARCH MEETING
TO SPEAK AT ON FIRE SAFETY

PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ATTEND AND
BRING A NEIGHBOR. AS ALWAYS, FREE
REFRESHMENTS SERVED
to Congestion Pricing. We need your help. Dues are $10
a year, which we believe is a small investment to
maintain your quality-of-life and protect the value of
your home. Additional donations are gratefully accepted.
More importantly, we need your support if we are to
continue to remain effective in representing to have
enough members to show that we truly represent this
community.
Please use the coupon below and the self-addressed
envelope, if you received one. Otherwise, mail to:
Creedmoor Civic Association, PO Box 260143,
Bellerose, NY11426.

E- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - I (we) wish to join (renew) membership in the Creedmoor Civic Association, Inc.
Name___________________________________ Address__________________________________________________________________
Please include me in occasional email notices of important issues.
Email_______________________________________________________
Dues are $10 per household. Enclosed is my additional donation of $______________
Mail to PO Box 260143, Bellerose, NY

Make checks payable to Creedmoor Civic Association.
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BRADDOCK AVE UPDATE
At the Queens Community Board 13 meeting held on
February 25, officials from the NYC Department of
Design and Construction discussed the status of the
Braddock Ave project.
There are two issues that must be resolved before road
construction begins. The first issue is the sinking of
Braddock Ave in several places. The Dept of
Environmental Protection plans to put cameras into the
sewers to determine the cause, in order to make the
necessary repairs prior to road reconstruction.
The second hurdle is a major water main construction
project (QED-976). A 24-inch trunk water main will be
replaced on several blocks of Braddock Ave. The new line
will then extend west along 90th Ave to Francis Lewis
Blvd. We were told that Braddock Ave reconstruction
could begin after the water main work is finished on
Braddock Ave, which will be done first, probably starting
in May.

A representative from the NYC Fire Department will speak at
our March 11 meeting. Most of our civic area consists of
wood frame houses, 2 ½ stories tall, separated by only 10
feet. These houses are prone to rapid fire and smoke spread.
On March 3, a fire in a similar house in Springfield Gardens
took the life of an 8-year-old boy. The FDNY reported that the
fire was caused by a candle, and that the smoke detector did
not function. We need to do all we can to prevent tragedies
such as this.
There are several developments concerning the Belmont
Redevelopment project. Please see the article in this
newsletter.
Thanks to two people who responded to our request for help
in delivering newsletters. Vicky Nichols will deliver on her
block, the 89 block of 241 St. Mrs. Jackel will deliver on the 89
block of Gettysburg St.
Your neighbor,

Michael O’Keeffe

CIVIC READIES FOR NOMINATIONS
AND ELECTIONS
As per our constitution, we hold elections every year for
civic officers and two board member positions. The slate
of candidates is as follows:
President..............................................................Michael O’Keeffe
President Emeritus...................................Richard Duskiewicz
First Vice President..........................................Ro semary Parker
Second Vice President...................................P aul Bellisario
Treasurer............................................................ . James A. Trent
Recording Secretary.............................................................. open
Financial Secretary................................................Cath y Christy
Sergeant-at-Arms.....................................................J ohn Christy
Board Member - Class of 2022...................Elizabeth Baumann
Board Member - Class of 2022.......................Christine Larkins
Board Member - Class of 2021......................Maureen Morris*

*Normally, only two of our six board members are up for
election due to staggered expiration dates. This year,
Maureen Morris and Cathy Christy are switching positions.
Maureen Morris is running for the Board position which
Cathy Christy currently occupies.
At the March meeting, the floor will be open to nomination
of members in good standing who wish to run for these
offices. If there are any contested positions, an election
will be held at our April 8 meeting. As per our constitution,
nominees for President must have attended a majority of the
civic meetings for the 12 months preceding the election.

BELMONT RACETRACK
DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
Some news concerning the Belmont Redevelopment
project:
• NYS Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins has
nominated State Sen. Leroy Comrie to the 5-member Public
Authorities Control Board. Sen Comrie’s district includes
Queens Village and Cambria Heights, areas that would be
significantly affected by the project.
The Public
Authorities Control Board must approve public-private
projects unanimously.
• Senator Comrie has not said that he opposes the Belmont
redevelopment project, but he has stated that significant
transportation improvements, such as a full service LIRR
station at Belmont and a widening of the Cross Island
Parkway, would be necessary.
• The Empire State Development Corporation will ask the
arena developers to contribute an additional $1.25 million
to pay for an extended environmental review of the project.
The final report is expected to be delivered in June.
• Jessica Alfonsi, from Floral Park, cited a reference in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement to the proposed
Williams Gas Pipeline. “However, deep in the appendix
there is a letter from National Grid which states the only
way to heat the arena is with the extremely controversial
Williams pipeline being approved,” Alfonsi said. “That
alone should stop this project in its tracks.”
• Elected officials, including Sen Comrie and City Council
Member Barry Grodenchik, have called upon NYC DOT to
perform a comprehensive traffic study of the area. Floral
park officials have requested that Nassau County perform
a similar study.
Sources: Long Island Business News 2/21/19, NYC
Gothamist, 2/26/19
STOP ‘N’ SWAP AT QUEENS FARM
Saturday, March 23, 2019 from noon to 3 pm. 73-50 Little
Neck Parkway.
Grow NYC is sponsoring this event. Bring clean, reusable,
portable items such as clothing, housewares, games, books,
toys that you no longer need. Get rid of your extra stuff and
take someone else’s for free. You do not have to bring
anything to take something.

PROPERTY TAX INFORMATION
At our last meeting, we provided forms for various
property tax exemptions. Time is running out; the
deadline for most applications is March 15. We will
have these forms at our March 11 meeting.
i Basic STAR exemption, available to homeowners
with an income of $500,000 or less. To apply, call (518)
457-2036 or you can visit https://www.tax.ny.gov/star/.
This is a New York State form.
i Enhanced STAR, available for seniors 65 and over
with an annual income of $86,300 or less. To apply, fill
out the STAR to E-STAR exemption application found
on the NYC Dept of Finance website.
i Senior Citizen’s Homeowner’s Exemption or
Disabled Homeowner’s Exemption, available to seniors
over 65 or disabled homeowners with an income of
$58,399 or less. Forms on NYC Dept of Finance
website.
i Veterans Exemption, for veterans who served in the
US military during designated periods of conflict, their
unmarried surviving spouse and Gold Star Parents.
Forms on NYC Dept of Finance website.
iState Senator John Liu will sponsor a property tax
exemption workshop on Thursday, March 14 from 3
pm-5 pm, at the Korean Community Services Building,
203-05 32 Ave, Bayside. For more information, call
717-765-6675.
MVB H.S. TO UNVEIL BIOTECH LAB
On March 20, Martin Van Buren High School will
unveil its state-of-the-art DNA/Biotechnology
Laboratory. At that time, students will demonstrate the
lab and present on their upcoming marine biology
research program, undertaken with the University of
Southern California/Wrigley Institute for Environmental
Studies.
On the same day, two MVB Alumni will be honored:
Marc N. Casper (’86), President and CEO of Thermo
Fisher Scientific, Inc, and Dr. M. Natalie Achong (’85),
an assistant clinical professor at Yale University.
It’s also been reported that Van Buren is building a
mock courtroom for its students studying law. The
school has been making a startling comeback since
hiring Sam Sochet as its principal.

INCOME TAX HELP

PRE-K APPLICATIONS DUE 3/15

Assembly Member Clyde Vanel is providing free income
tax preparation on Wednesday, March 20 from 11 am- 4
pm, and on Thursday, March 21 from 6 pm- 8 pm. It will
take place at his office, located at 97-01 Springfield Blvd.
For more information, call 718-479-2333.

Children born during 2015 are entitled to Universal
Pre-K for the 2019-2020 school year. The application
deadline is March 15. See the NYC DOE website for
details. Local locations include PS 33, PS 18, PS 133,
the Cross Island Y and Our Little Angels, which is
located at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.

BREININGER PARK: NOT JUST FOR KIDS
If you haven’t seen Breininger Park lately, it’s worth a look.
The park is clean and in good repair. Besides the swing
sets, there are three child play areas, each designed for a
different age group. All are protected by rubber mats that
are in very good condition.

CON ED GAS INSPECTIONS TO BEGIN

Besides the kiddie play areas, the small track and the
handball/basketball court, there are also two adult exercise
areas, each of which contains several signs that explain
workouts in detail. As spring approaches, you might
consider using the park for yourself, not just for your kids
or grandchildren.

Con Edison recently sent out letters notifying gas
customers that New York State is requiring inspections
of gas equipment inside of buildings. This includes our
homes. They have hired a contractor, Precision Pipeline
Solutions (PPS), to perform these inspections. These
inspectors may come to our doors on weekdays. To
make an appointment, call 888-617-0510 weekdays from
8 am to 7 pm. According to the letter, inspectors will
wear PPS uniforms, but carry Con Ed contractor photo
ID’s. Ask to see the ID before letting an inspector in. If
you have any doubts, call 1-800-75-CONED and choose
option #2 to verify an employee’s credentials.
STORM SEWER PROJECT PLANNED
Civic members living between the Cross Island Parkway
Service Road and 242 St have had their streets and
sidewalks dug up for some time. This is part of a storm
sewer project, SEQ200531, which is scheduled for
completion in August of 2020.
BLOCK PARTY PERMITS
Just a reminder: It’s time to get your permit applications
in for summer block parties. Applications must be
submitted online, 90 days in advance. If you would like
a rain date, a second application, with a separate fee, is
required. Signatures are required from half of the homes
on the block plus one. Sound permits allow music until
8 pm. The block must be opened to vehicular traffic by
9 pm. To apply, search for block parties on the nyc.gov
website. If you have questions, call Queens Community
Board 13 at 718-464-9700.

